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Press Release 
February 14, 2019 

RE: West Prairie and BPC Board Members to learn about the flexibility available to schools 
within the instructional day 
 
On February 28, 2019, the Bushnell-Prairie City Board of Education and the West Prairie Board of 
Education plan to conduct a joint board meeting.  The meeting will be held at 130 S. Lafayette in 
Macomb, Il starting at 6:00 pm and ending by 7:00 pm. The meeting room is located in the 
Regional Office of Education building in Suite 200.  The joint meeting is informational only. 
West Prairie’s regular monthly board meeting will start at 7:00 pm in the same room.  
 
The purpose of the meeting is to provide current information to both boards regarding the changes 
and definitions found in new legislation (Public Act 100-0465) supporting flexibility within the 
traditional school day. Ralph Grimm, ISBE Chief Education Officer, will provide facts and current 
information regarding new possibilities within Illinois School Code.  The possibilities in the 
school code provide a new look to the traditional classroom. 
The purpose of the meeting is to provide the following: 
 

1) timely information to guide each Board with the development of their respective school  
    calendars. 
2) timely information to guide each Board with the development of their respective  
    policies and handbooks.  

 
Per the new legislation, an instructional day can be defined beyond classroom-based instruction 
only. The flexibility allows for experiences beyond the classroom.  Students can be given the 
chance to learn in a variety of ways and settings.  Student engagement and learning may be 
defined by classroom instruction, on-line instruction, independent research projects, work-based 
learning and internships.  Each respective Board of Education will be tasked with defining these 
opportunities for students through board policy and handbook language. 
 
 
Both meetings are open to the public. 
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